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Subject: CCS - The Branch Lane Contributions Plan ( 2009) 
 

Index: Section 94 Contributions 
Author: Section 94 Coordinator - Ted Watts 

 
 

SUMMARY OF REPORT: 

This paper presents a revised development contributions plan for The Branch Lane. 
 

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATION: 

1. The proposed plan be exhibited for 28 days, in accordance with the Environmental 
 Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
2. That a further report, dealing with any submissions received, be presented to Council. 
 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATION: 

Council’s apportioned liability will reduce from $1,433,824 to $1,300,000. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no policy implications. 
 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no legal implications. 
 

LIST OF ANNEXURES: 

A: Draft The Branch Lane Contributions Plan (2009) 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
 

REPORT 

BACKGROUND 
Existing Contributions Plan 
The Branch Lane contributions plan originated in 1993 and was updated in 2005.  It provides for 
the upgrade of The Branch Lane, which is a partially-constructed gravel road.  The plan aims to 
collect contributions from the development of new lots in The Branch Lane, Warraba Road and 
Nugra Lane.  About 20 lots have been created in the 16 years since 1993. 
 
The essentials of the plan are: 

Existing lots 78 
Potential new lots in 15 year life of plan 58 
Potential new lots beyond 15 year life of plan 80 
Council liability for upgrade costs (for 78 lots) $1,433,824 
Developer contributions to upgrade costs (58 lots) $1,066,176 
Total Upgrade Cost $2,500,000 

 
The contribution per lot, indexed to 2008-09 is $20,608.95. 
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ISSUES 
Government’s Review of Contributions Plans 
On 23 January 2009, the Minister for Planning issued a direction on certain reforms to 
infrastructure levies. It required Councils to submit for approval any plans which resulted in a 
contribution in excess of $20,000 a lot. 
Council submitted The Branch Lane Plan. The total contributions payable (including those 
applicable under the Great Lakes Wide Plan) are $22,676. 
 
On 2 April 2009, Simon Minoski, a Planning Policy Advisor at the Department of Planning, made 
contact with Council’s Section 94 Coordinator. Mr Minoski’s job was to prepare a report for the 
review board, which advised the Minister. The discussions with Mr Minoski were about the 
geographical context of The Branch Lane, strategic importance of the road, number of properties 
affected and the state of construction of the road. 
During discussion, the idea was floated that by simply extending the life of the plan to embrace 
more new contributing lots, the cost per lot would be reduced below $20,000 and a government 
objective would be met. 
Accordingly the coordinator undertook to submit for approval a revised plan. 
 
REVISED CONTRIBUTIONS PLAN 
 
The revised plan has the following essential features 

 
Existing lots 78 
Potential new lots in 30 year life of plan 90 
Potential new lots beyond 30 year life of plan 48 
Council liability for upgrade costs (for 78 lots) $1,300,000 
Developer contributions to upgrade costs (58 lots) $1,500,000 
Total Upgrade Cost $2,500,000 

 
 
The resulting Branch Lane Plan contribution is $15,758 and when combined with the Great Lakes 
Wide contributions payable amounts to a total contribution of $17,826 a lot. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that: 

1. The proposed plan be exhibited for 28 days, in accordance with the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979. 

2. That a further report, dealing with any submissions received, be presented to Council. 

 

 



 

   

 

ANNEXURES 

A: Draft The Branch Lane Contributions Plan (2009)  

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 



 

   

 


